Travellers in India

Intersected by a river, bordering on one side on
a dreadful jungle, and on the other on a dale, a
wonderful place, and to any purpose convenient.
On one side it is quite inaccessible; a road gives
right through the town, and as the mountain
rises high with a ravine below, the town is
impregnable."

The only other Indian kingdom for the his-
tory of which the observations of any fifteenth
century traveller are important is the kingdom
of the Bahmanis. Nikitin is the only European
whom we know to have visited Bidar in the
fifteenth century, and even his remarks on
what he saw there arc somewhat more attenuated
than could have been desired.

Nikitin describes Bidar as the chief city of
Mohammedan India, and at the time the state-
ment was probably true. He gives a highly-
coloured description of the opulence of the
court, and contrasts it with the misery of the
country population: "The land is overstocked
with people, but those in the country are very
miserable, whilst the nobles are very opulent
and delight in luxury. They are wont to be
carried on their silver beds, preceded by some
twenty chargers caparisoned in gold, and follow-
ed by three hundred men on horseback, and
five hundred on foot, and by horn-men, ten
torch-bearers, and ten musicians." The army
with which the Sultan of Bidar marched against
Vijayanagar consisted, according to Nikitin, of
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